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Have you ever been lost? 

I was recently cleaning out some boxes 
and found my old compass. Have you ever 
used a compass? Maybe you’re reading this 
and you are saying, “Siri finds all of my 
directions for me.” It is true. There are many 
new items specifically designed to help us 
find our way, but I am talking about a 
compass. 

Back in the day, before Apple and 
Microsoft and Google and whatever, people 
counted on a little item called a compass. For 
those who have not seen one before, a 
compass is a directional tool. It always points 
north. And, when used correctly, a compass 
can help us discover new places we could 
never get to on our own. And better yet, when 
we become lost, a compass can get us back 
home again.  

In order for a compass to be a helpful tool 
we must know how to use it correctly, 

otherwise it just takes up space in our 
backpacks like a protein bar or an extra pair 
of socks. If we were to only use our compass 
after we realized we were lost, the compass 
would get us no closer to home than if we 
were using our protein bar and socks to find 
our way. 

Have you ever opened the Bible? For 
those who have never read it before, the 
Bible, much like the compass, is a directional 
tool. The Bible always points to God, through 
Jesus Christ. And, when used correctly, the 
Bible will take us places we could never get to 
on our own. Better yet, when we realize we 
are lost, the Bible will lead us home.  

The problem is that many Christians use 
the Bible incorrectly. They memorize one or 
two versus to help prove a point when they 
are comparing themselves to others or 
attempting to be right. And, in their search for 
being right, they end up pushing others away 
from discovering their own spiritual 
relationship with Jesus. 

The truth is we are lost. Using the Bible to 
judge people or to condemn people for their 
actions will get us no closer to finding our 
salvation than if we were using a protein bar 
and an extra pair of socks. 

The first rule of being in the outdoors is: If 
you find yourself lost, 
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Stop. Turn around, and try to regain your 
bearings. The same is true in our spiritual 
journey. When we find ourselves lost, Stop. 
Turn back towards Jesus Christ. Do not try 
and wander on your own. Hold fast to Jesus. 

We are on a spiritual journey together. We 
have had so many Saints who have led us 
along the pathway for so long. Look around. 
Are you leading? Do you know where you are 
headed? Who is counting on you to know the 
way to love, forgiveness, mercy and grace? 

I am excited to be a part of this church. I 
am blessed to share my spiritual journey with 
you. I am overjoyed to watch many of you dig 
in deep to your own theological statement 
and what your spiritual journey means to you. 
I am honored to be called to be the Pastor of 
the North Mason United Methodist Church. 

Is this your time? Is this the time when you 
answer your own theological questions? Is 
this the time when you transition from a 
Sunday School theology into an active 
participant in the transforming power of God 
through Jesus Christ? 

“Have You Ever Been Lost?”...continued 

Soup & Salad Luncheon 
With All of the “Trimmings” 

 

Tree “trimmings” that is! 
Sunday 
November 27th 

11:30am 
(after worship) 

 

Please stay after worship 
for a wonderful soup & salad luncheon, while 

we join together and trim the North Mason 
UMC Christmas Tree. 

There is power in three! Creator, Christ, 
Spirit! Powerful. Three. Y, E, S! Powerful. 
Three. If you are answering “Yes” to any of 
these questions but do not know the next steps 
to take, stop. Call me. Let’s grab coffee or 
lunch. There is power in “Yes” and you will 
discover that there is power in you! 

This is the day. This is the day the Lord has 
made. There is no better day to be FOUND! 

Pastor Rob 



The UMW will meet 
on Tuesday, November 
8th, 6:30pm, at the church. 

The UMW meetings are 
an opportunity for women 
at NMUMC to strengthen 
our community and 

support each other in fellowship. 

The purpose of UMW is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

If you have any questions please contact:   

Alicia Tarin - President 
360-250-4216 

or 
Teri Toby - Vice President 

253-732-7479 

We are getting lots done; the Christmas kits for during 
kids’ time (nursery and school age) are being 
assembled. Speaking of kits, we are happy to say that 
we will be making up kits for those who want to help 
make cards, but are unable to meet at the church with 
us. There is no experience necessary, except that you 
must be able to manage a glue stick. More information 
when we have the kits ready. 

You are probably wondering what we need all the 
cards for….  Our extra cards that we make will be 
going to the North Mason Resource Center, so their 
clients will be able to acknowledge loved ones at 
Christmas, Birthday, Mother/
Father’s Day, etc. (or a least 
that is the goal). Yes, they can 
go to a store and purchase a 
card for a dollar, but a dollar on 
a limited budget is still a lot. 
We are also providing stamps. 

~ Kathy 

Monday, November 21st 
6pm at NMUMC 

 

Please join us in celebrating 
Thanksgiving! 

 

Pastor Rob will be preparing the main meal.  
If you would like to contribute a dish to share, 

please coordinate with Pastor Rob by calling him 
at (253) 732-2911 

tel:360-250-4216
tel:253-732-7479


Free 
Community Lunch 
The next Wednesday Free 

Community Lunch that will be 
hosted by NMUMC is on 

November 16th, from noon-
1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist 
Church. If you would like to help in this 

community outreach program, call or talk 
to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
Children’s Time is provided 

during worship for 
elementary school age 

children, after which 
childcare is available for all ages. 

Education Hour 
for Adults 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is 
Faithlink, a discussion on 
the intersections of faith 

and current events. 

The Word 
Do you have a 

different 
version of the 

bible than I do? Do you want to study 
and explore the upcoming scripture 

being read on Sunday? Do you like to be 
in friendly discussions as to the possible 
meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 
We are “The Word” group. We meet on 
Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 
7:30pm in the church library. We are 

having lots of fun and discussion on what 
the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try 
to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All 

are welcome! 

First Sunday 
Breakfast 

November 6th 
8:30am 

at NMUMC 
 

Come join us for breakfast and help 
make breakfast burritos to share with the 

hungry of our community. 

~ Donations are always welcome ~ 

Women’s 
Bible Study! 

Women’s Bible Study will 
meet on the following 

Wednesdays in November: 16th, 23rd, 
and 30th, 11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s 

house, 30 East Cardinal Court (just off 
Hwy. 302, Victor cut-off, in Belwood). 

Contact Nancy Polen at: 360-440-4459 
or npolen@yahoo.com for more 

information. 

Caregivers 
Support Group 

Meets on Mondays at 12 noon at NMUMC 

News & Views D-Group 
Meets on Mondays at 7pm 

Please contact:  Jan Olmsted 
(360) 275-4049 for the location 



Our Presence 

October 2 - 51 

October 9 - 62 

October 16 - 39 

October 23 - 52 

October 30 - 57 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Bettye Boggs 
 Kathy Matsen 
 Denise Snow 
 Phyllis Cass 
 Nancy Bacon 
 Bob Hager 
 Tom Deady 
 Ed Libbey 
 Hal Thomas 
 Nancy Polen 
 Michael Kann, Bob Stratton’s brother-in-law 
 Jennifer O’Keefe 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest 

daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s 

daughter-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
  

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 Todd Shields 
 Andrea Simmons 
 Jace Stratton 
 Rachel Bearce 
 Mary Miller, sister of Mike Wingren 
 

 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired 

in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

See article on page 6. 

November Birthdays 
 1st Gary Walter 

 10th Larry Bonzer 

 16th Renee Harris 

 21st Judy Forney 

 23rd Judy Honsowetz 

 25th  Duana Dugan 

  Emily Dugan 

  Teresa Fleener 

November Anniversaries 
 25th John & Ruth Wiechert 



From the cluttered desks of your Lay Leaders, 
Joyce Stratton and Carmen Caporale… 

If you have an interest in learning what Wesley Homes Des Moines, 
is doing, mark your calendar for lunch there on Thursday, November 
17th, or Wednesday December 7th, 11:30am. Come and see how 
Wesley is rethinking, renewing and revolutionizing. RSVP required 
at 206-824-5000, or 855-445-8827 (toll-free). 

Have you checked out Rob’s theology statement yet? Several of us would like to gather, to join 
forces, to study together and share questions and comments.   

For you long-time members of this church, I’m sure memories abound of two fine young women 
growing in the folds of this family we call North Mason United Methodist Church, Brandi Lucas and 
Sarah Landreth. Sarah married this past summer, and Brandi and her husband welcomed their 
firstborn recently. You are invited to join in celebrating the birth of Liam Arroyo as we also 
celebrate the birth of Christ this advent season. On Saturday, December 3rd, 2016, at 10am, we 
will gather at NMUMC to celebrate these two births as we also satisfy our appetites over brunch. 

~ Blessings and Thanks from Carmen and Joyce 

Our Gifts 

2016 Budget Update - The Finance Committee reviewed the church’s financial activity for the third quarter 
of the year (July 1 – Sept 30, 2016) at its regular October meeting. During this period our expenses exceeded 
our income by $786. However, a quick review of our overall financial status as of September 30, 2016 shows 
that we are on-target to meet our 2016 budget. No unexpected expenses have arisen, and our regular expenses 
are all within budget. 

2017 Stewardship Campaign Update - Through Sunday, October  30, 2016, we have received $56,300 in 
pledges from seventeen (17) families towards our 2017 goal of $100,000. So, we have achieved 56.3% of the 
goal! Again, I would like to point out that our $100,000 budget is based on actual expenditures from the 
previous year and includes: 

 Local Ministries (51%) – salaries/expenses for our part time pastor and part time office 
administrator, office supplies, and our accounting software expense. 

 Church Building & Properties (27%) – building mortgage, insurance, utilities, security, and an 
estimated amount for repairs and maintenance. 

 Global Ministries (13%) – This category is our share of the ministry of our global 
denomination (apportionments). The amount we pay is determined by the Conference. 

 Local Programs (9%) – This category includes a music coordinator salary, child care provider 
salaries, Christian education materials, our website expense, and money for our worship and 
music programs. 

We are going into the fourth and final week of our Stewardship Campaign, so I hope those of you who have 
not been able to send us your pledge card as yet will be sure we receive it by next Sunday, November 6th . If 
you need a pledge card, there are extras available – just contact Sandy Shoemaker, Finance Committee Chair, 
at 360-275-9562 or by email at sshoemaker@wavecable.com . Also, Sandy will be helping with the First 
Sunday Breakfast next week (November 6th ) and will have extra pledge cards available that you can fill out 
and put into the collection plate during our regular service, or you can give them to Sandy directly, if you 
prefer. 

Again, we would ask that you prayerfully consider giving a pledge to our church for 2017. Our operating 
budget is totally dependent upon the amount of pledges we receive – and we are grateful for any financial gifts 
you can share. 

Blessings From Your Finance Committee 

tel:360-275-9562
http://mailto:sshoemaker@wavecable.com/


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

1 
2pm ACA 
 

2pm News & 
Views 
 

7pm NA 

2 
6pm 
“The Word” 

3 
6pm ACA 

4 
7pm NA 

5 

6 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 
 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

7 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

2pm Love 
Letters 

8 
2pm ACA 
 

2pm News & 
Views 
 

6:30pm UMW 
 

7pm NA 

9 
6pm 
“The Word” 

10 
6pm ACA 

11 
7pm NA 

12 
 

13 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

14 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

15 
2pm ACA 
 

2pm News & 
Views 
 

7pm NA 

16 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

17 
5pm Trustees, 
Finance, & SPR 
 

6pm ACA 
 

6:30pm Church 
Council 

18 
7pm NA 

19 

20 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

21 

12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 
 

 

22 
2pm ACA 
 

2pm News & 
Views 
 

5:30pm NMR 
Board Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

23 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

24 
6pm ACA 

25 
7pm NA

26

27 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 

11:30am 
(after worship) 

Tree Trimming 
w/Soup & 

Salad Lunch 

28 
12pm 
Caregivers 
Support Group 

29 
2pm ACA 
 

2pm News & 
Views 
 

7pm NA 

30 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

  



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

November 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


